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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
1 The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 3 5 U. S C. 1 1 2 : 

^I? h l C ° nCl r de ° n ! ° r CkimS PartiCUlarly P ° mtm g out and **** the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-23 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Exemplary of such: 

Claim 1, line 1 1, it is unclear as to what is meant by 'as the least one of the wheels is 
connected to the main body'. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
SU1653730. 

SU1653730 discloses a main body (fig. 1, #1). 

SU1653730 discloses wheels rotatably mounted on either side of the body (fig. 1, #10). 
SU1653730 discloses an exhaust flow passage formed between the main body and the 
wheels (fig. 1,#8). 
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SU1653730 discloses an air exhaust filter provided at the exhaust flow passage (fig. 2, 
#7). 

With respect to claim 2, SU1653730 discloses the exhaust flow passage formed by 
opening a portion of the main body (fig. 1). 



3. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by JP8- 
252196. 

JP8-252196 discloses a main body (fig. 1, #3,2). 

JP8-252196 discloses wheels rotatably mounted on either side of the body (fig. 2, #13). 
JP8-252196 discloses an exhaust flow passage formed between the main body and the 
wheels (figs. 2 and 6). 

JP8-252196 discloses an air exhaust filter provided at the exhaust flow passage (figs. 2 
and 6, #1 1). 

With respect to claim 2, JP8-252196 discloses the exhaust flow passage formed by 
opening a portion of the main body (figs. 2 and 5-6). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3-23 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art discloses a device for exhausting from a vacuum cleaner having a main body, wheels 
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rotatably mounted on either side of the body, an exhaust flow passage formed between the body 
and the wheels and an air exhaust filter provided in the passage HOWEVER fails to disclose or 
fairly suggest the wheel having a guide member connected to a guiding projection formed at the 
side of the body with the air exhaust filter therein and a rolling member mounted around the 
guiding member to allow for movement along a surface. 

Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments filed 8/3 1/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant urges that the air exhaust filter of SU1653730 is mounted at the main body 
as an integral part of the wheel whereas the claimed invention is not part of the wheel. Applicant 
is believed to be in error with his argument because claim 1 does not specify that the filter is 
separate from the wheel. SU1653730 discloses 'wherein the air exhaust filter is securely fixed 
within the exhaust flow passage as the at least one of the wheels is connected to the main body'. 
The filter being part of the wheel becomes 'securely fixed within the exhaust flow passage as the 
at least one of the wheels is connected to the main body'. 

Applicant urges that JP8-252196 discloses the exhaust filter being fixed to an inner 
surface of the main body or the wheel, as opposed to being firmly held between two structural 
elements. Applicant is believed to be in error with his argument because claim 1 does not 
specify that the filter is not firmly attached to the main body or the wheel or that the filter is held 
between two structural elements. JP8-252196 discloses 'wherein the air exhaust filter is securely 
fixed within the exhaust flow passage as the at least one of the wheels is connected to the main 
body'. The filter being part of the wheel becomes 'securely fixed within the exhaust flow 
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passage as the at least one of the wheels is connected to the main body'. The filter is held 
between the main body and the wheel (fig. 6, #2, 1 1,54), not necessarily the same way as the 
disclosed invention. 



Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Theresa T. Snider whose telephone number is (571) 272-1277. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (5:30am-2:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1281. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

C^v-ia^k, r% K j^a^ ci-C^ Theresa T. Snider 

Primary Examiner 
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